Questions to ask Students in Mathematics













Mathematics is not a subject to simply do, but to understand.  In order for students to progress in math, they need to be able to understand what they are doing and be able to explain to others how they think.

Here are some questioning strategies to help students.

*How did you figure that out?

*Is there another way to solve that problem?

*What have you tried so far?

*Why do you think that?

*Is this problem similar to another one that you have solved?

*Is there a picture that you could draw to help you understand the problem?

*What is this problem about?  What is happening in the problem?

*Does that answer make sense?  Is it a reasonable answer?

*How much time have you spent thinking about the problem?

The students should be doing the thinking.  Our job as adults is to help activate that thinking through our questioning.  The above questions are designed to force students to justify their reasoning.  If they are doing the math only procedurally, they will become lost when the complexity increases. 
